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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Every year when I was growing up, my Nan would complain that 
she didn’t understand why they kept changing the date of Easter. I 
have to say that on those occasions when Easter has been very 
early or very late, I tend to find myself agreeing with her. If we can 
find a definite day for Christmas, then it seems pretty daft that 
probably our biggest festival of the year is decided on the basis of a 
mathematical formula and Paschal Full Moon. On the other hand, it 
puts us in good company with many pagan festivals, Ramadan, 
and a wide range of advertising campaigns by major retailers – who 
generally seem to just go a bit lunar.  

I only note this in order to make a point. Historically the church has 
always had close links with the so-called secular world around it. 
An intertwining plait of agricultural seasons, fertility rites and 
rhythms of life inform our worship - from harvest right through to 
ministers going on sabbatical! 

We have a liturgical year, a lectionary, and lots of ‘Connexional’ 
input. My point is that you can't really separate the life of the church 
from the world around it. When the world got COVID, the church 
got COVID. As Russia continues to invade Ukraine, the world 
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church joins the fight. It’s easy sometimes to lose heart and 
wonder why it is that we don't have the numbers that we used to 
have.  

Whilst I may not have all the answers to that question, I am very 
aware that historically the church has grown when it has best 
engaged with society. Most notably of course we have also grown 
radically when we have been forced underground by oppressive 
states! It tends to decline in times when it sets itself apart – or 
above – the people around it. In many ways it is not possible for 
God’s church to get smaller. The crucifixion was not limited to 
“signed up” members of any denomination.  

No matter how often people imply that God was English, Church of 
England, Methodist or whatever other shape or form we wanted 
him to fit into – the truth is that the cross and Easter Sunday 
reminds us of the universality of the message. 

The year ahead is going to include a lot of discussion about what 
mission/ church and circuit looks like. Key to that is going to be 
working out what Easter means to us. Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross removes the boundaries and allows the spirit of God to be 
present in the lives of churches, communities and nations. 

Those who would instigate war, those who would do evil, and all of 
those who present life as hopeless had better beware the risen 
Christ. In 2000 years of history, including innumerable panics on 
behalf of the church, the message of Christ has never been 
thwarted by any dictator, plague or war. 

Let me conclude then by saying when I say ‘Happy Easter’ I do so 
with a genuine smile and a sense of hope. As we are gathering up 
Easter eggs on Sunday morning things could be very different. It 
may seem ridiculous, but what if the Russian invasion is over by 
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Easter Sunday? Unlikely of course, but very recently we were all 
stuck indoors hiding from COVID – then suddenly nonagenarians 
are being perforated like tea bags with vaccines in the name of 
good health. It is part of our job, as the bearers of the message of 
Christ, to claim the victory even when we are facing defeat. 
Ultimately, we know that nothing can bring the cross down. If death 
itself has been defeated, then what else do we have to fear. 
Personally, I think certain world leaders should be very afraid 
because the spirit of God is over the waters. 

Every blessing, 

Tanya 

PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
This prayer appears in the magazines of our three covenanting 
churches, St Andrew’s, St Edmund’s and Lidgett Park. 

Eternal God, you are the creator of all that is, yet in you we live 
and move and have our being (Acts 17:28) 

So, when we feel alone and helpless, when we are overwhelmed 
by the immensity of your creation, when we quail in the face of 
the suffering we see around us in this world, small and vulnerable 
though we are, help us to remember that you are a God of love 
who cares for each and every part of your creation.

As we look forward to the celebration of Easter when Jesus was 
raised to new life with you, whatever our circumstances help us to 
remember that we too have the promise of a new creation where 
we can share in your eternal life. 

Amen
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WORSHIP IN APRIL 

Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 
  2 April  08.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
  10.30  Revd Tanya Short 
  16.00 Circuit Service  Oakwood Church          
Good Friday Walk of Witness Starting 10.00 am Lidgett Park  
  9 April  Easter Day 
  0.600  Sunrise Service  Roundhay Park 
  11.00 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
14 April 10.30  Dr Richard Vautrey  
23 April 10.30 Revd Tanya Short   
30 April 10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers 
  18.30 Ecumenical   St Edmund’s  

Shadwell: 
  2  April   9.30 Prof Peter Howdle 
  16.00 Circuit Service  Oakwood Church 
Good Friday Service 2.00 opposite shops on King Lane  
  9  April Easter Day  
    6.00  Sunrise Service  Roundhay Park 
    9.30  Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 
16  April   9.30 Mrs Catherine Frieze   
23  April   9.30 Mary Patchett  Cafe Service  
30  April   9.30  Revd Tanya Short   

Messy Church Wednesday 5th April 2.00 pm at Shadwell 
Church  

’ 

JOYCE WHITE 

It is with sadness that we record the death of Joyce White in 
March, wife of Garth and a long-standing member of our 
congregation. Our thoughts and prayers are with Garth and their 
family. 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2023  

Roundhay annual World Day of Prayer for 2023 took place on 
Friday March 3rd at Lidgett Park church, with a service prepared 
by Taiwanese women. As ever the service was shared by 
members from Lidgett, St. Edmund’s and St. Andrew’s churches. 
A congregation of over 60 people represented all three churches. 
Most people were happy to stay and chat over refreshments at 
the end. I am very grateful to everybody who took part. How 
would we survive without the people who open the church in 
advance, organise the sound system, and of course David and 
his singers for the music.  
Many thanks to all of you, Pat Nolan. 

OASIS PANCAKE PARTY
 
Our wonderful charity has received a massive £795 as a 
consequence of having the party. There are two massive “Thank 
Yous”. First, to those who didn’t attend for various reasons but 
were still kind enough to donate almost £300 between them. You 
are angels . The second group of angels are those who made the 
effort by one means or another and came to share pancakes. It 

felt a lovely occasion and gave me 
great pleasure to see people from 
different places sharing together and 
chatting. Thank you so much. 
Additionally there will be gift aid 
claimed for those who gave me 
permission. With that there will be 
almost enough for half a borehole. 
If we are able to party pancake style 

next year it will be on Monday 12th February 2024. 
Thanks to all of you again.
Mary Patchett 
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Shadwell & Lidgett Park 
Methodist Church Messy 

Church
You’re invited to join us for crafts, songs and

 stories, friends & fun

For children aged 4- 11 years old (younger 
siblings are welcome!)  

Wednesday 5th April at 2.00pm

Shadwell Methodist Church, Main Street, 
Shadwell

Join us for some Easter fun!

Messy Church is a family 
event so please bring an 

adult with you!
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Teddy Praise

Join us with your under 5’s in 
sharing songs and active stories 

about Jesus in the church at 
Lidgett Park.

All are welcome, for fun and 
laughter with a simple activity to 

take home. 
Bring your teddy along too!

Thursdays 11.30am for 15 minutes 
on:

April 20th, May 18th, 
June 15th, July 13th
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FAITHS CELEBRATING: APRIL 

While Christians are celebrating Holy Week and Easter, people of 
other faiths in Leeds are celebrating their own festivals in April, 
which is a busy month for all the major faiths. 

Jews celebrate Pesach (Passover) on the evening of the 5th. 
Preparations will have gone on for weeks beforehand with spring 
cleaning and cooking, clearing out from the fridge and freezer 
anything containing yeast. A final ceremonial search with a candle 
for some deliberately hidden yeast involves the children just 
before the Pesach candles are lit, then families sit down to a meal 
using the best crockery and cutlery. Some synagogues provide a 
communal Pesach for people who live alone. Jews  eat 
unleavened bread (and laxatives!) until the 13th April. They will 
usually have chicken soup and roast lamb as well as the symbolic 

foods that play a part in the ritual. The 
Pesach table has a plate with items 
that play a part in the story of the 
Exodus: matzah (unleavened bread), a 
lamb shank, a roasted egg, bitter 
herbs, haroshet (a mixture of apples 
and cinnamon), and a green 

vegetable.  Salt water symbolises the tears of the Hebrew slaves 
in Egypt and haroshet the mortar with which they built. Four 
glasses of wine represent four promises of God, and everything is 
explained in a dialogue with the children, using a special 
illustrated service book, a haggadah, which includes the prayers 
appropriate to Pesach. The story of the Exodus is sung in 
traditional songs. Pesach celebrates freedom and the hope of 
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freedom even when times have been hard. The date varies each 
year because it is determined by the lunar calendar to coincide 
with the spring full moon. The Christian Easter moves with it. 
Many will go to Israel to celebrate there. When we stayed at a 
kosher hotel in Jerusalem in the run-up to Pesach we were invited 
to watch the rabbi burning off all the kitchen surfaces with a 
blowtorch and told how all the crockery and cutlery would be 
replaced for the festival. 

Meanwhile Muslims are continuing the month-long Ramadan fast 
until 21st April. Adult Muslims will not eat or drink in daylight hours 
during Ramadan, except in case of sickness or medical need, nor 
smoke or have sex. This year, with Ramadan failing around the 
equinox, the day is only about twelve hours. In years when it falls 
in high summer—because it also is determined using a lunar 
calendar— the days can be extremely long. The fast is broken 
each evening with a meal which includes dates, following 
Muhammad’s practice. On 17th April comes Lailat ul-Qadr, the 
Night of Power, the holiest of 
nights, remembering how the 
words of the Holy Quran were 
given to Muhammad. It is a night 
for prayer, and a most appropriate 
time to give Zakat, the annual 
compulsory donation of 2½% of 
one’s surplus income to charity. Ramadan and Zakat are two of 
the Five Pillars of Islam. Then on the evening of the 21st Ramadan 
ends with Eid ul Fitr, a festival invented by Muhammad. Special 
prayers are said and a sermon preached in the mosque. Families 
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decorate their homes, gather for a celebratory feast, wear new 
clothes, send cards wishing each other Eid Mubarak (a blessed 
festival), and exchange gifts. In Muslim countries Eid is usually 
a public holiday, with banks and businesses closed. You’ll 
notice the shelves in Tesco’s and Sainsbury’s laden with goods 
appropriate to Ramadan and Eid, and to Pesach too. 

For Sikhs 14th April brings the most important festival in their 
year, Vaisakhi. Its origins lie in the spring harvest festival of 
Northern India, which is also celebrated by Hindus. Its special 
significance for Sikhs is that in 1699 the tenth Guru, Guru 
Gobind Singh, used the festival to announce the beginning of a 
new movement in Sikhism, the Khalsa (which means ‘pure’). 
The first five members were called the Panj Pyare, and they 
feature prominently in Sikh iconography wearing saffron robes 

and turbans, carrying a sword each. 
The ceremony of amrit performed 
then is repeated today whenever a 
Sikh joins the Khalsa. It is a like a 
confirmation ceremony for those old 
enough to take on the commitments 
of serious religion. Amrit (nectar) is 

a sugar and water mix with which they are sprinkled and which 
they drink, symbolising the sweetness of service to God. The 
ceremony is performed in the presence of five honoured men 
representing the Panj Pyare. Membership of the Khalsa 
involves pledges always to wear the five K’s: 
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·      kesh (uncut hair, usually covered by a turban by men 
and a scarf by women) 

·      khanga (a comb to hold the hair in place) 
·      kara (a steel bangle as a reminder of one’s religious 

commitment) 
·      kaccha (shorts symbolising chastity, worn as 

underwear) 
·      khanda (a sword symbolising readiness to defend the 

weak, usually worn in miniaturised form). 

Khalsa membership requires commitment to Sikh values and 
moral codes, and to the three duties—keeping God in mind at all 
times, working honestly for one’s living, and giving to charity in a 
life of service to others. Khalsa men take the name singh (lion) 
and women the name kaur (princess). 

Vaisakhi today is an occasion for much celebration in the 
gurdwaras. The same Guru Gobind Singh declared himself to be 
last living guru. Thereafter the holy book, the Granth, a collection 
of religious poems composed mainly by the previous gurus, was 
to be treated as the living guru. So on Vaisakhi there is a 
continuous reading of the whole of the Guru Granth Sahib. The 
tall pole with a flag which marks each gurdwara is taken down, 
cleaned, dressed with new orange cloths and remounted in the 
presence of five men representing the original five. In Leeds 
Sikhs make a procession to Millenium Square for a public 
service. There is, of course, much eating and drinking in 
gurdwaras and homes, but not meat or alcohol, both of which 
are forbidden to Khalsa Sikhs. 
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These are the main events, but there are others less 
spectacular: 

4th Jains celebrate their Indian founder, Mahavira (born 599 BC),  
by performing a charitable act, giving donations to good causes 
and  saying prayers. The Hindu Temple in Burley includes a 
statue of Mahavira which serves as a shrine for the Jains, of 
whom there are 64 in Leeds according to the 2021 census. 

6th Hindus celebrate the birthday of Hanuman, the monkey god, 
who provides protection and strength against evil, with offerings 
and prayers in the temple. 

6th The Theravada Buddhist New Year at the beginning of the 
rainy season in Asia also marks the birth, enlightenment and 
death of Gautama, the Buddha. It is a major festival in 
Theravada countries like Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and 
Sri Lanka. 

17th evening to 18th, Yom HaShoah is a Jewish remembrance of  
the Holocaust 

18th is a minor Sikh festival, the birthday in 1504 of Guru Angad 
Dev, the second Guru, immediate successor of Guru Nanak, the 
founder of Sikhism. 

25th evening to 26th is Israel’s Independence day, Yom 
Ha’Atzma’ut, marking the founding of the state in 1948. In Israel 
there will be public barbecues, parties and fireworks. Zionists in 
Leeds will have more private parties. 
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Lighting up Leeds 

Did you know that public buildings in Leeds are illuminated to 
celebrate religious festivals? The Concord Interfaith Group 
provides a list to the Lord Mayor’s Office, which determines 
when the Town Hall and Art Gallery and the civic buildings 
around Millenium Square will be floodlit. There’s a colour 
scheme of gold for Christianity, blue for Judaism, red for 
Hinduism and so on. Not all festivals can be marked because 
sometimes they clash, and national and civic events sometimes 
take precedence. There’s also a problem that some buildings 
don’t have automated lighting that can be programmed: the 
filters have to be manually changed, which can’t be done at 
weekends and bank holidays when the staff are off. 
Nevertheless, it’s great that the city recognises its religious 
communities in this way and gives explanations on its Twitter 
news feed. Look for the gold at Easter! 

John Summerwill 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES GROUP 

Friday 21st April. “The tracks of my years” Part 2 by Patti Gold. 
We are sure lots of you will remember Patti from when she came 
to talk to us before the pandemic. She was most entertaining, and 
we are pleased that she has agreed to come and bring us up to 
date with her exciting life. We meet, as usual, at 10.30 am for 
refreshments before we listen to our Speaker. See you there. 

Lynne and Anne. 
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Walking with Old Testament 
Women 

Join us in a series of imaginative 
bible studies. 

The world of the Old Testament can seem remote, through 

taking a meditative approach to reading its stories we can find 

we can ourselves connecting the people and events of those 

far off centuries with our own lives. Taking six women 

characters, some familier, some less so we will explore what 

their experiences can teach us today. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING – SHADWELL 
METHODIST CHURCH  

10-11.30am on….. 

April 19th, 26th and May 3rd, 17th, 31st 
June 14th 21st and July 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th 
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THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
  
Easter Day is on 9 April this year, and so the long preparatory 
penitential season of Lent began on 22 February with Ash 
Wednesday. As we get closer to Easter and enter Passiontide on 
the fifth Sunday in Lent, known as Passion Sunday, the intensity 
increases; and on the following Sunday, which is Palm Sunday, 
we begin Holy Week, the most solemn period of the church’s 
year. On Palm Sunday itself we celebrate Christ’s Entry into 
Jerusalem. But we know what is about to come: the Last Supper, 
Betrayal, Trial, Crucifixion and Burial, which we commemorate on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday. Then, at last, 
following all our meditation on suffering and sacrifice and our 
lengthy period of penitence and self-denial throughout  Lent, we 
come to Easter Sunday, with its joyous celebration of the 
Resurrection. 

One of the devotional practices associated with Passiontide is 
that of processing around the church and meditating on stages in 
Christ’s progress from the moment of his condemnation by Pilate 
to his body being taken down from the cross and laid in the tomb. 
Pilgrims to Jerusalem, from at least as early as the fourth century, 
followed the traditional route from the site of the condemnation to 
the site of Calvary, reflecting on the significance of it all and 
spiritually sharing in Christ’s suffering. The route quickly became 
known as the Via Dolorosa, the Sorrowful Way (more commonly 
translated as the Way of Suffering, or the Way of Sorrows), and it 
is still the focus of pilgrimage today.  

A millennium later, in the fourteenth century, it was realised that 
this pilgrimage could be spiritually re-enacted within the local 
church. This devotional ‘reliving’, which probably came about 
under the influence of the Franciscans, was instantly popular. To 
give focus to the practice within the church, removed as it was 
from the historical sites themselves, progress was organised into 
stages or stations: moments of pause and focussed reflection on 
particular episodes in Christ’s experiences from Condemnation to 
Burial. Most of the details which provided the focus for  these 
successive stages or stations of meditation and prayer were 
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drawn from the four gospels, but some were legendary 
elaborations, such as the story of how St Veronica wiped Christ’s 
sweating face with a cloth, on which was left a miraculous imprint 
of his visage. It became increasingly common for each pause-point 
to be marked by an image of the episode to be meditated upon, 
and these are known Stations of the Cross. In England the 
Reformation swept away devotional practices such as this, together 
with the associated images. But as the Church of England 
developed a High Church tradition in the nineteenth century, 
Stations of the Cross and the devotional practice of which they 
were a part were reintroduced within that tradition. Their use 
gradually spread rather more widely, although there are very many 
Anglican churches in which the Stations are not found. Of course, 
the Roman Catholic church did not break with the medieval 
practice, and so Stations of the Cross are to be found in all their 
churches.  

Nowadays, at least within the Roman Catholic tradition, there are 
customarily fourteen Stations, although the number and sequence 
of episodes was not finally settled until the 18th-19th centuries. The 
Stations themselves may be indicated around the walls of the 
church by pictures or icons, carvings, or just numbers, sometimes 
with a brief sentence alongside to signal the episode in question. 

Joyce Hill 

A LIGHT TO THE WORLD 

Jesus says in Matthew 7:1-2 (NIV) ‘Do not judge, or you too will 
be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you’.

A lady once said, ‘Who is to say what I would have done in the 
same circumstances.’ Indeed we often do not know the full facts 
or everything about the person we judge. If we are from a good 
home with loving parents we might know little about life in a slum 
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with unloving parents. There should be the greatest admiration for 
the disadvantaged who succeed in giving their children a better life, 
and for those children who solely by their own endeavour provide a 
good home and are loving parents. 

And we may see another side to a person. On visit to a hospital I 
saw a girl well known for her heavy drinking and fiery temper, 
lovingly caring for her father as his life moved to a close. It is too 
easy to voice criticism of others, yet blind to our own faults.

According to John 12:46 -50 (NIV) in Jesus’s last words of public 
teaching he said, ‘I have come into the world as a light, so that no 
one who believes in me should stay in darkness. As for the person 
who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. 
For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a 
judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; 
that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. For I 
did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me 
commanded me what to say and how to say it. I know that his 
command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the 
Father has told me to say’. Out of love God sent Jesus not to 
judge, but to save, but in how we respond we judge ourselves. 

Jesus in Matthew 18:15-17 (GNB) tells us when we feel wronged 
by someone to go and speak privately to them about it. A difference 
can more often be resolved by meeting safely with someone, than 
by stilted electronic communication. Should it not, Jesus says to 
take one or two others to help with reconciliation. If still not settled 
Jesus then says to involve the church fellowship. And if still not 
successful, to love them as you love yourself, the second greatest 
commandment, but with safeguarding.

In Matthew 5:44 (NIV) are these words of Jesus, ‘Love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you’. In Greek there are 
four different words for love: storg (family love), eros (sexual love), 
philia (affection) and agape (benevolence). This kind of love is 
agape and the passage of scripture ends with Jesus saying, ‘Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect’ (Matthew 
5:48) (NIV).
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‘Blessed’ says Jesus, ‘are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy’ (Matthew 5:7) (NIV). To be forgiven by our heavenly Father 
we must be forgiving. This is clearly stated in the traditional form of 
the Lord’s Prayer: ‘And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us’.  Mercy is the ability to know the 
other person fully, to in effect be them, and this takes a deliberate 
effort, but there is then understanding and forgiveness, sorrow and 
not anger.

We are reminded that Jesus said on the Cross, ‘Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they are doing’ (Luke 23:34) 
(NIV). 

Jesus in Matthew 5:23 -24 (NIV) makes it clear that for forgiveness 
we have to confess our sins to God and to those we have sinned 
against, doing our best to put right the result of our sinning.  

In Matthew 5:25 (NIV) Jesus also makes it clear that we should 
settle matters quickly. There may be a genuine misunderstanding. 
There may be regret and repentance. Immediate action and 
honesty is the way forward.

And we are reminded that Jesus said that ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself’ is the second greatest commandment. (Matthew 22:39) 
(NIV) Again with safeguarding, as much can be unknown about a 
person.

In Luke 23:33, 41-43 (NIV) we read that Jesus was crucified along 
with two criminals. One criminal said to the other, ‘We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But 
this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 
paradise.’ 

It is never too late to turn to Christ. Repenting of all our sins we 
can pray to God to forgive us all that is past. Our merciful God will 
forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ our saviour.
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In John 13:38 (NIV), Jesus answers Peter, ‘Will you really lay down 
your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you 
will disown me three times!’ And this came to pass, but Jesus 
understood for he was certain of Peter’s loyalty.  We too should 
have understanding when someone who loves us fails us and we 
have not, if ever, known why.

And so we find in John 21:15-17(NIV) that Jesus reinstates Peter 
by asking a question. Peter is hurt, because Jesus asked him a 
third time, ‘Do you love me?’ Peter replied, ‘Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love you’. Jesus then said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 
This love brought Peter the task as the shepherd of Christ’s 
people, and it brought Peter death on a cross in Rome. 

And in truly loving Christ we are to be a shepherd and to be a light 
to the world. 

Tom Alexander

PROJECT NEWS 

March Coffee Morning and Bacon Butties – thank you all for your 
support of our March Coffee Morning which raised the sum of £380 
for Zarach, a marvellous amount.  Special thanks also to all the 
helpers and to Haydn and Reuben who coped with the heat of the 
kitchen to prepare the butties! 

Future dates are as follows: 

Friday May 19th - is the concert by the band and choir of the 
Castleford Young Musicians. 

Open Gardens - More details to follow but we are planning one 
each in June, July and August with seasonal refreshments. 

Our thanks again, 
Margaret Farrar 
On behalf of the Project Group.
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ATTENTION ! 

Please note that because of the King’s coronation on 
Saturday 6th May, the next coffee morning will be a week early 
on Saturday April 29th. 

Liz Pearson 

BIBLE MONTH 

Bible month this year is the on the book of Revelation. Well, it’s a 
book I’ve always run scared of. I thought it was high time I girded 
myself and went forth on an adventure into it. I armed myself with 
the tools of the national training for bible month and I’m inviting you 
to join in my safari to see what might be revealed to us. We shall go 
on our explorations during cafe worship at Shadwell methodist 
church on at 9:30 on 
April 23rd, May 21st, June 18th and July 23rd.  

Any queries marypatchett9@gmail.com, 07761806262  
Mary 

BOOK REVIEW 
A Rising Man by Abir Mukherjee. 
  
This novel is both a detective story and an insight into the changing 
attitudes to the British Empire in India in 1919. 
  
It features a detective, Sam Wyndham, who takes up a post in 
Calcutta having been damaged and disillusioned by the First World 
War and then suffering the loss of his wife in the 1918 influenza 
epidemic. 
  
A very senior British colonial official is found murdered in an ally in 
downtown Calcutta just outside a brothel. Clues on the body 

mailto:marypatchett9@gmail.com
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suggest it is done by pro-independence terrorists. Needless to say, 
the investigation becomes complex and complicated not least by 
the rivalry between the Calcutta police and Section H of military 
intelligence. A wanted terrorist is cornered and captured but it 
becomes apparent that he was not directly involved in the murder. 
The murky deals between traders and colonial lawmakers is 
highlighted and eventually the murder is solved and involves the 
highest levels of colonial officialdom. 
  
Apart from the detective story, we get insight into the feelings of 
the Indians towards the British Empire. Captain Wyndham’s 
assistant and close friend, an Indian, was educated at Cambridge 
but is ranked as a sergeant in the Police Force. He is not offered a 
chair at meetings and is officially banned from the Bengal Club, 
‘No dogs or Indians beyond this point.’ 
  
The Rowlett Act makes illegal any meetings to discuss a desire for 
freedom. The plight of Anglo-Indians, who are despised by both 
Indians and British, is discussed. 
  
The turning point for independence-minded Indians is the Amritsar 
massacre when the army fired on an unarmed crowd including 
women and children. The Indians feel that any moral authority that 
the British may have had is lost by this act. 
  
This aspect of the book is not a rant about the British Empire in 
India, but it does show the increasing dissatisfaction of many 
Indians about the standards and aims of their colonial masters. All 
in all, an entertaining detective story and an interesting slant on 
this period of Indian history. 
  
Liz Pearson 

Why a Church? 
The fullness of Christian life cannot be known except in fellowship 
- fellowship with God and fellowship with one another. Moreover, 
the purposes of God in this world require a social organism by 
which to express themselves. W.E. Sangster
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